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memorandum for the secretary 

FROM : W. Averell Harrl man 

SUBJECT: Is Hanoi Si gna l in g? 


The withdrawal of four regiments of one North 
Vietnamese division and possibly some elements of 
aaot het North Vietnamese division from the area in 
and south of the Dffi to North Vietnam may be merely 
a tar ty * 1 move. A similar withdrawal was noted 
lust about a year ago follo wi n g a major U.S. military 
operation. On the other hand, Hanoi's motives for 
withdrawing these forces may be mixsd and could 
include an attempt to send us a cautious signal. 

(We have on various occasions in d i cated that the 
withdrawal of the North Vietnamese forces from the 
EMZ would be regarded "with interest” by us.) 

The Negotiations Committee thinks it would be 
useful to xotke a low-keyed query to Dobrynin as to 
whether we should attach any particular significance 
over and above military necessity to tte withdrawal of 
these North Vietnamese units. I understand that 
Dobrynin may be leaving Washington shortly; if this is 
so, we would suggest that you authorize that the matter 
be tak**** up with the Charge. 


Attachment - a/s 
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hia if wa should regard this as having any significance beyond 
military tactics. You might remind Grcsyko that we have in the past 
indicated that such a withdrawal could be an act by Hanoi which v?c 
should examine with interest. For tills reason we are anxi ous to 
obtain frca Hanoi, through the Prussians, a more precise reading of ’ 

j.c jiiCi Oj, tnxs v.’i ti*;drs>»ai» 
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